LATTER  DAY  SIGNS. 


■•.Is'  it  nvtv  iu  tin'  dnys  of  Xonh. 
so  slioll  it  in‘  iiiso  in  the  days  of  the 
rotiiiiiM’  of  the  Son  of  Mun.  for  ns  in 
tile  days  flint  \yere  before  the  tiood 
they  weiv.  entin}>-  and  drinkinfi-,  mnr- 
ryinfi  nnd  aiviufi;  in  innri'hifce,  until 
the  liny  thni  Xonh  entered  into  the 
nrk,  Hiid  knew  not  until  the  Hood 
ennie  nnd  took  them  nil  nwn.wso 
shnJI  niso  the  eominfi-  of  the  Son  of 
MniH'he." — (Muth.  :34:3T  -42:  Lake  17: 
3S-3(».  * 

Many  honest  people  no  doubt  would 
like  to  know  whether  w’e  are  living  in 
the  “last  days."  or  in  that  generation 
that  immediately  precedes  the  second 
coming  of  the  Loi-d  Jesus  Christ.  h> 
.indge  the  world. 

Jesus  himself  gave  many  signs,  by 
wliich  reflecting  men  and  women  maj' 
l>e  able  to  discern  that  generation  from 
all  that  preceded  it,  if  they  will  exeixdse 
their  reason  and  jixdgment  and  remem- 
ber that  all  these  signs  take  pla<-e  in 
that  one  single  generation.  In  consid- 
eringiithese  signs  we  must  also  take 
into  atictmnt  the  thing.s  which  other 
prophets  have  spoken  c-onc'erning  the 
hist  days,  These  I will  refer  to  in  their 
proper  i)lace  in  passing. 

First,  nation  rising  against  nation, 
wars  and  rumors  of  wars.  Second,  fam- 
ines, jjestilences  and  eartluinakes. 
Third,  the  increasing  of  <-.rime.  or  in 
other  word.s,  ininuity  abounding  evei'y- 
where. 

Now,  thei’e  is  no  great  need  of  any 
lengthy  comment  here  in  order  to  show 
that  all  the  above  predictions  have  very 
lai'gely  come  to  pass  in  this  generation, 
and  b)  say  that  we  have  arrived  at  the 
end  of  tliese  things  is  anything  bat  true; 
for  from  the  whole  view  of  the  (dosest 
observer,  the  most  terrible  and  dreadful 
judgments  are  yet  to  come.  The  most 
desolating  and  devastating  wars  have 


already  in  our  day  taken  place,  and 
“rumors  of  war"  ax*e  constantly  in  the 
air.  At  the  same  time  famine  has  vis- 
ited many  nations  and  is  still  inevitalxle, 
and  pestilencie  of  man}’  kinds  keep  i)ace 
with  famine.  The  gi’owth  of  crime  and 
infamy  is  eveiywhere  apparent.  Mur- 
ders, suicides,  robberies,  mobocracy, 
lynchings  have  increased  in  this  genera- 
tion many  fold.  The  prisons  are  filled 
to  their  utmost  capacity  with  criminals 
of  all  kinds,  and  no  doubt  the  pressure, 
tendencies,  and  opjxressions  of  the  times 
are  largely  to  blame  for,  and  force  much 
of  this  crime:  and  without  question  a 
much  larger  mxmber  of  many  kinds  of 
criminals  remain  outside  of  the  prisons 
that  can’t  l>e  put  in. 

In  Noah’s  time  it  is  said  that  "the 
earth  was  filled  with  violence.  ” That 
means  mob  law.  murder,  robbing,  per- 
juiy  and  in  fact  every  species  of  crime. 

Moses  tells  us  that  before  the  flood, 
the  earth  was  cursed  because  of  man’s 
wickedne.ss.  andi’ao  we  see  it  to-day. 
Cursed  with  drontli.  insects,  blight  and 
moth  and  mildew.  And  becaxise  of 
drouths,  fires  of  a mo.st  devastating  and 
destrucitive  charac:ter  rage,  filling  the 
atmosphei-e  with  pillars  and  vai)ors  of 
smoke.  (Gen.  o:2S.  20:  Job  2::i0;  Acts 
3;10.2(). ) So  much  is  the  earth  already 
cursed,  in  this  generation,  that  fi-uits 
and  vegetables  of  nearly  eveiy  kind  can 
l)e  raised,  only  at  the  expense  of  greath- 
incx'eased  labor,  poisonous  and  expen- 
sive spx-ayings.  altogether  unknown  to 
onr  fnthers.  And  some  crops  it  has  be- 
c:ome  xiearly  next  to  impossible  t<»  raise 
at  all.  Aixd  besides  the  vast  increase  of 
pe.stilential  insects,  crops  ai*e  greatly 
curtailed  in  amouxit  because  of  the  with- 
holding of  the  rains  of  heaven.  More- 
over the  lightnings  of  heaven,  Storms 
and  tempests,  as  well  as  the  flame  of  de- 
vouring fii’e,  have  ah’eady  begun,  and  in 
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good  iuitl  perfect  rule.  esi)e(dally  in  this 
generation,  with  all  its  boasted  refine- 
ment and  progress,  any  more  than  they 
were  in  the  days  of  Noah  and  Lot  and 
Jesus,  excepting  the  limited  and  far 
separated  few. 

In  the  prophecy  of  Paul  above  refer- 
red to  (2d  Tim.  3:1-9)  he  says  the  people 
of  the  last  days— the  great  mass — would 
have  “n  form  of  Godliness,"  not  the 
foim — a creed — but  would  deny  the 
power  thereof,  and  the  fact  that  he 
commands  the  lover.s  of  truth  to  tiim 
away  from  them  (verse  5)  is  full  proof 
that  he  neither  believed  in  a diversity  of 
creeds,  nor  in  religious  divisions  of  any 
kind,  and  that  he  wan  in  fiivov  of  the 
l)Owei'ot  Godliness  continuing  in  the 
church  of  God  cJeav  down  to  the  sec- 
ond coming  of  Jesus  Christ. 

‘ ‘The  power  of  Godliness”  is,  of 
course,  the  power  of  God,  as  exercised 
in  the  days  of  Christ  and  his  apostles, 
such  as  healing  the  sick,  the  lame  and 
blind  and  all  kinds  of  disease,  by  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ,  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
the  gift  of  tongues,  and  their  interpre- 
pation;  the  gift  of  discernment  of  spir- 
its, power  to  cast  out  devils,  all  of  which 
he  promised  to  the  believers  in  his  gos- 
pel. (Mark  16:16-18;  1st  Cor.  12:1-11.) 
Jesus  never  intended  that  those  gifts 
should  be  done  away  as  long  as  time 
shotild  last,  and  indeed  there  is  no  rea- 
son that  they  ever  should  be  done  away, 
and  there  is  not  a single  passage  through- 
out the  Bible  that  declares  they  ever 
.should  be  done  away  only  by  wickedness 
and  unbelief.  The  same  reasons  why 
they  should  be  in  the  apostolic  church 
are  still  the  same  reasons  why  they 
should  be  in  the  clnirch  of  Jestis  Christ 
to-day. 

The  same  diseases  are  among  men.  the 
same  devils  enter  into  men,  and  need  to 
be  cast  out.  Lepers  and  palsied  and 
crippled  men  exist  and  ai-e  as  far  l>e- 
yond  human  skill  to-day  as  they  were 


then.  People  spent  all  their  liviiigs 
then  upon  physicians  and  got  no  better, 
and  the  same  is  true  to-day.  A gi*eat 
many  people  of  all  ages  are  to-day  doc- 
tored into  their  graves,  and  numl)erles8 
people  are  ruined  in  their  eartlily  pr«)S- 
pects  trying  to  live  and  pay  doctors' 
bills  without  benefit.  And  all  Christen- 
dom is  to-day,  and  has  been  for  centu- 
ries, in  a ferment  of  confxision  for  want 
of  revelation  from  God  among  them  to 
guide  them  aright  on  the  faith  of  Jesus 
Christ;  and  the}’  are  “ever  learning  and 
never  able  to  come  to  the  knowdedge  of 
the  truth.”  And  why  are  they  ever 
learning  and  never  able  to  .come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth?  Simply  be- 
cause they  deny  as  Paul  says  the  neces- 
sity of  the  gifts  and  pow’er  of  God.  For 
no  man  or  set  of  men  ever  did  or  ever 
will  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth 
who  oppose  and  deny  the  necessity  of 
revelation  and  the  power  and  gifts  of 
God,  not  only  in  this  age  but  in  any 
past  or  future  age.  For  “God  is  known 
only  through  the  judgments  wliich  he 
executes,”  (Is.  9:16)  or  the  works  which 
he  does  among  men.  By  tlie  display  of 
his  power  in  every  time  of  need,  and  the 
revelations  which  he  makes  known  to 
his  people  through  his  prophets. 

He  is  called  a revealer  of  secrets,  and 
we  are  told  in  holy  writ  in  many  places 
that  tliere  is  no  respec.t  of  persons  with 
him,  and  that  he  is  especially  nigh  at 
all  times  to  those  who  serve  him  with 
broken  and  contrite  spirits.  Men  be- 
came prophets  of  God  by  crediting  or 
believing  iji  the  testimony  of  their  fath- 
ers, that  God  is  a revealer  of  secrets,  to 
all  those  who  prayerfully  seek  knowl- 
edge from  him,  believing  that  he  will 
give  lil>erally  to  them  that  ask  him  in 
faith. 

The  sectarian  world  some  how  have 
got  the  idea  for  a long  period  that  God, 
faith  or  no  faith,  raised  us  up  so  many 
prophets  and  apostles,  to  reveal  us  just 
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so  much  as  is  now  contained  in  the  bible 
as  it  now  stands — that  John  the  Revela- 
tor  was  the  last  proi)het  that  God  ever 
intended  to  raise  tip,  and  that  he  will 
not  speak  any  more  till  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. There  isn’t  one  word  of  truth 
in  that  snyUift;  and  we  defy  all  the 
bible  readers  on  eai*th  to  bring  up  a sin- 
gle iota  from  that  book  in  proof  of  that 
doctrine.  And  in  proof  of  what  is  said 
here,  a score  of  the  most  direct  and  pos- 
itive testimonies  can  at  any  time  be 
brought  from  the  scriptures  showing 
most  conclusively  that  God  will  g'ive 
more  levehttiou,  IN  the  T.iATTER 
DAYS  ESPECIALLY,  and  not  only  that, 
but  that  he  has  at  all  times  throughout 
the  dark  and  benighted  ages  been  just 
as  willing  to  reveal  his  will  to  man,  as 
he  ever  was  before  to  any  man. 

A careful  reading  of  the  scriptures 
for  fifty  years  has  led  me  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  there  is  just  two  reasons  why 
(xod  refuses  to  reveal  his  will  to  men. 
Those  reasons  are  sin  uud  unbelief. 
And  such  reading  has  led  a veiy  great 
number  besides  your  humble  servant  to 
the  very  same  conclusion.  And  now 
let  those  who  doubt  this  thing  bring  on 
their  rebutting  testimony  from  the 
s<;riptures  if  they  can. 

‘•Would  God."  said  Moses,  "that  all 
the  Lord's  people  were  prophets,  and 
that  God  would  pour  opt  his  spirit  upon 
them."  (Nnm.  11:39.) 

If  they  had  been  all  prophets  they 
would  not  have  been  as  rebellious  as 
they  were,  and  so  great  a number  of 
them  would  not  have  perished  through 
unbelief  as  these  did. 

"Where  there  is  no  (prophetic)  vision, 
the  people  perish;  but  he  that  keepeth 
the  Law  (of  God)  happy  is  he.  " (Prov. 
39:18). 

One  who  keeps  the  law  and  the  com- 
mandments of  God  will  have  visions, 
knowledge,  wisdom  and  an  understand- 
ing of  the  things  of  God  that  gives  a 


life  and  peace  tliat  nothing  else  can 
giiie. 

"He  that  hath  my  commandments 
and  keepeth  them,  he  if  w thnt  loveth 
me,  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be  loved 
of  my  father,  and  I will  love  him,  and 
MANIFEST  myself  unto  him.  ” 

"By  a prophet  the  Lord  brought 
Israel  out  of  Egypt,  and  by  a prophet 
was  he  preserved."  (Hosea  13:13). 

Yes,  they  were  delivered  many  times 
from  present  impending  calamities 
threugli  the  instrumentality  of  the 
prophets  of  God:  and  without  such  a 
prophet,  they  never  -were  delivered  from 
the  bondage  and  captivity  which  they 
were  brought  into  by  the  surrounding 
nations,  at  various  times  in  their  his- 
tory. And  they  have  been  trodden  un- 
der foot  by  the  Gentiles  for  almost  two 
thousand  years  because  they  rejected  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  crucified  him. 
But  Jesus  says  (Luke  31 :3n-34)  that  they 
shall  remain  under  the  feet  of  the  Gen- 
tiles "n/if// the  time  of  the  Gentiles  be 
fulfilled."  (Verse  34).  And  Paul  tells 
us  the  same  thing,  and  John  the  Revela- 
tor  also.  (Rom.  ll:3.’>-37:  John  11:3). 
All  this  shows  very  clearly  that  the 
House  of  Israel  is  not  going  to-be  per- 
manently left  under  the  feet  of  the 
Gentiles.  "Blindness  m piirt."  says 
Paul,  "is  happened  unto  Israel,  until 
the  fullness  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in, 
and  then  .-t//  [srnel  shnil  he  sitved,  ns 
it  is  written:  'Out  of  Zion  shall  come 
the  delivei-er  and  shall  turn  away 
un-(jodlines.%  from  Jacob.  For  this 
is  my  covenant  unto  them  when  I shall 
take  away  their  sins.  ' When  God  in 
the  latter  days  sends  them  a deliverer, 
he  is  going  to  make  a covenant  with 
them  through  that  deliverer,  just  as  he 
made  a covenant  with  all  Israel  through 
Moses.  But  it  is  to.be  a different  coven- 
ant to  that  made  under  and  through 
Moses  in  this:  that  whereas  Israel  broke 
that  covenant,  and  God  therefore  de- 
creed in  .his  wrath  that  he  would  scat- 
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ter  them  among  all  nations,  this  latter 
day  covenant  on  the  contrary  will  to 
the  effect  that  he  will  so  write  His 
laws  in  their  hearts,  that  all  Israel  shall 
know  him  from  the  least  to  the  gi'eatest 
and  that  be  will  forgive  their  iniqui- 
ties {iiid  vemewhe.r  their  sin  no  more. 
So  we  see  in  this  last  and  latter  day  re- 
demption of  Israel,  that  as  in  all  their 
past  deliverances,  a prophet  of  God  was 
necessary  thereto  so  in  this  deliverance. 
This  deliverer  is  to  come  ont  of  Zion. 

But  as  other  prophets  have  spoken  of 
this  gi*eat  and  last  deliverance,  I will 
notice  one  or  two  more  on  this  same  sub- 
ject. Ezekiel,  chap.  20,  says;  “As  I live, 
saith  the  Lord,  surely  with  a mifriity 
and  with  a stretched  ont  drm. 
and  with  fury  poured  out  (iipon  the 
wicked)  will  I rule  over  yon  (Israel)  and 
I will  bring  you  out  from  the  people 
and  will  gather  you  onf  of  the  coun- 
tries wbeiein  .T’e  ore  scnttered,  with  a 
mighty  hand,  and  a stretched  out  arm, 
and  with  fury  poured  out.  And  I will 
bring  you  into  the  wilderness  of  the 
people,  and  there  will  I plend  with 
yon,  fnce  to  fnce,  like  as  F pleaded 
with  YOUR  FATHERS  IN  THE  WILDER- 
NESS OF  THE  LAND  OF  EGYPT,  SO  WILL 
I PLEAD  WITH  YOU,  saitli  the  Lord. 
And  I will  cause  you  to  pass  under  the 
rod,  (as  in  the  days  of  Moses),  and  I 
will  bring  you  into  the  bond  of  the 
covenant." 

Here  there  is  a most  grand  and  glori- 
ous event:  in  fact  the  grandest  in  all 
the  history  of  the  house,  Israel,  awoi-n 
by  the  Almighty  to  take  place  in  the 
latter  days.  In  pleading  with  Israel 
in  the  wilderness  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
it  is  evident  to  every  reader  of  that  his- 
tory that  God  called  and  ordained  a 
mighty  prophet  to  stand  between  him 
and  the  people,  as  liis  great  prime  min- 
ister, to  whom  he  spoke  face  to  face 
as  !t  man  speaks  with  his  friend 
And  precisely  as  he  spoke  then  to  all 
Israel,  so  will  he  speak  to  -all  Israel  in 


. this  very  generation  in  wliich  we  live. 
God  is  going  to  gather  all  Israel  from 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  where  he 
has  scattered  them.  And  as  he  has 
scattered  them  by  a mighty  prophet — 
the  Loi’d  Jesus  Christ — so  will  he  gather 
them  bv  another  mighty  prophet.  And 
as  it  is  said  in  several  places  in  the  new 
testament,  that  Jesus  was  “a  projdiet 
like  unto  Moses,”  then  just  such  a 
prophet  ■will  this  latter  day  “deliverer" 
be.  Amen,  gloiy  be  to  the  God  of 
Israel.  “For  lo,  I will  command,  and 
I w'ill  sift  the  house  of  Israel  among 
ALL  nations  as  cora  isisifted  in  a sieve, 
yet  shall  not  the  least  grain  fall  to  the 
ground.  All  the  sinners  of  my  people 
shall  die  by  the  sword  who  say  the  evil 
shall  not  overtake  or  prevent  us.  in 
that  day  I will  raise  up  the  tabemacle 
of  David  that  is  fallen,  and  close  up  the 
breaches  thereof  and  I will  raise  up  his 
ruins,  and  will  Ifuild  it  as  in  the  days 
of  old  or  lonff  gone  by.”  (Amos. 
9:9-11.)  No'vv' many  new  nations  have 
sprung  into  being  in  recent  times,  after 
man}’  new  lands  had  been  discovered. 
And  as  the  decree  of  God  was  that 
Israel  should  be  scattered  in  all  nations, 
we  conclude  that  the  time  when  God 
will  command  and  sift  the  house  of 
Israel  “among  all  nations”  is  after 
thev  have  been  “scattered  into^^ll  na- 
tions,” and  that  the  scattering  has  now 
been  finally  accomplished  already,  for 
there  is  eridently  no  more  room  to 
create  any  more  new’  nations  unless . out 
of  old  ones  where  Israel  already  is, 

But  what  else?  God  promised  David 
in  his  day  that  he  should  never  w’ant  a 
man  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  the  house 
of  Israel,  that  is.  w’hen  Israel  themselves 
are  found  worthy  in  the  sight  of  Go'd.  God 
said  to  David:  “If  thy  children  take 
heed  to  their  -way,  to  walk  before  me  in 
truth,  with  all  their  heart,  and  with 
ail  their  soul,  thei’e  shalli  not  fail  thee 
(said  he)  a man  on  the  throne  of 
Israel. " ( 1st  Kings  2:4. ) 
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“Now,  therefore.  LordlGodof  Isi’ael, 
keex)  with  thy  servant,  David,  inj* 
father,  tliat  thon  iiroTiiisedstto  lum,say- 
injf,  there  shall  not  fail  thee>  man  in  my 
.sight  to  sit  on  the  throne  of  Israel, 
if  their  children  take  heed  to  their  way, 
that  they  walk  before  me.  as  thon 
(David)  hast  walked  before  me."  So 
said  Solomon  in  tlfe  dedication  of  the 
temxde  of  God.  (1st  Kings  8:22-36. ) 

“The  Lord  has  sworn  in  truth  nnto 
David:  he  will  not  tnrn  from  it.  Of 
the  fruit  of  thy  body,  will  I set  njion 
thy  throne." 

“If  thy  children  will  keep  my  coven- 
ant and  my  testimony,  that  I shall 
teach  them,  their  cliildren  shall  alsf)  sit 
ni)on  thy  throne  for  evermore."  (Psal. 
i:{2:10-’l3.) 

In  harmony  with  all  this  God  says 
that  in  the  day  when  he  ‘ ‘commands” 
and  “sifts  the  house  of  Israel  among  all 
nations."  (Auio89:9.)  "I  will  raise  np 
the  tabernacle  (or  hoxise)  of  David  that 
is  fallen,  and  close  nj)  the  breaches 
thereof,  and  I will  raise  ax')  his  mins, 
and  will  build  it  ns  in  tho  tinys  i>f 
ohir  ■ 

Here  again  is  evidence  clear  and  for- 
cible that  in  the  latter  days  God  will 
have  a iniglity  prox)het  among  his  i)eo- 
ide,  for  the  house  of  David  is  lost  and 
buried  in  oblivion,  and  no  one  know’s 
any  member  of  that  house.  At  any 
rate  it  will  take  a prox)het  of  G-od  to 
l)oint  out  by  his  word  the  heirs  of 
David,  seeing  their  lineage  and  identity 
is  lost  among  men.  Moreover  if  God  is 
going  to  build  tlie  house  of  David,  and 
will  “build it  as  in  the  days  of  old,”- 
then  God  must  have  a mighty  prophet 
like  Samuel  to  whom  he  will  speak  as 
he  spoke  to  Samuel  in  days  of  old,  say- 
ing: “Fill  thine  horn  with  oil.  and  go. 

I will  send  thee  to  Jesse,  the  Bethle- 
hemite.  for  I have  provided  me  a king 
among  his  sons.”  And  when  Samuel 
came  to  Jesse's  house,  and  DavidJ  was 


brought  in  ])efore  him.  God  said,  ■ 'arise, 
anoint  him,  for  this  is  he."  And  by 
this  calling  and  anointing  the  spirit  of 
God  came  upon  David  from  that  day 
and  forward."  (1st  Sam.  16:l-i:h)  This 
gi’eat  thing  is  not  yet  done,  but  soon 
w’ill  be . 

Who  then  can  dispute  that  God  w'ill 
speak  in  this  age,  as  well  as  in  x>ast 
ages,  by  raising  up  mighty  x)rox>hets  and 
pouring  out  the  gifts  of  his  Spirit  upon 
his  x)eoplev 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord  God.  in  that 
day  that  I have  cleansed  you  from  all 
your  iniquities.  I will  also  cause  j'ou 
to  dwell  in  the  cities,  and  the  wnstes 
shall  be  builded.  And  the  desolate  land 
shall  be  tilled,  whereas  it  lay  desolate 
in  the  eyes  of  all  that  passed  by.  And 
they  shall  say,  this  land  that  lay  deso- 
late has  become //A- c*  the  gnrden  of 
Eden,  and  the  vivj.'fte  and  desolate  and 
ruined  cities  are  fenced  and  inhabited. 
Then  the  heathen  (the  (Jentiles)  that 
are  left  round  aboixt  you,  shad  kno  ir 
that  I,  tlie  Lord,  built  the  ruined 
places  and  x)lant  tliat  that  was  desolate. 
I,  the  Lord,  have  spoken  it  and  I will 
do  it.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  I will  yet 
FOR  THIS  BE  inquikp:d  of  by  the. 
house  of  Israel 'to  DO  m ¥OR  them;  I 
will  increase  them  with  men  like  a 
flock.  (Ezek.  ;i6:88-:i7.) 

Again:  “And  I will  .sanctify  my 
great  name  which  was  xn’ofaned  amotrg 
the  heathen,  wiio  have  profaned  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  the  heathen  shall 
know'  that  I am  the  Lord,  saith  the 
Lord  God,  when  I shall  be  sanctified  in 
you  before  their  eyes.  For  I will  take 
you  from  among  tlie  lieathen,  and 
gather  3'ou  ofit  of  all  countries  and  I 
will  bring  you  into  j'otir  own  land." 

, And  here  God  says  he  will  cleanse  thenr 
from  all  their  sins  and  uiKdeaness:  that 
he  W'ill  put  His  holy  sxririt  within  them 
and  cause  them  to  dwell  in  their  ow'ii 
land  and  says  they  ^hall  suffer  no  more 
reiu’oach  of  famine  among  the  nations." 
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The  reader  should  read  this  whole  86th 
chapter  of  Ezekiel. 

God’s  name  has  been  profaned  among 
both  Jews  and  Gentiles  in  many  ways 
for  long  generations.  HowV  By  teaching 
false  doctrine.  In  other  words  accus- 
ing him  of  things  that  never  entered 
his  heaii;  They  have  him  either  roast- 
ing and  frying  little  innocents  in  a 
seething,  foaming  and  dreadful,  never 
ending  hell,  or  else  he  is  going  to  save 
everybody,  the  worst  and  basest  of  men. 
especially  the  most  heartless  murderers. 
Teachings  of  this  kind  profane  and 
blaspheme  the  character  of  God  as 
nothing  else  can.  And  all  Christendom 
is  now,  and  has  been  for  generations,  a 
vast  Babylon  of  confusion  upon  reli- 
gious matters,  all  brought  about  by  the 
blinding  and  coiTupt  doctrines  and 
teachings  of  men,  who  have  no  faith  in 
God  as  a revelator,  as  all  true  prophets 
and  apostles  of  the  bible  have  had  and 
taught.  In  teaching  that  all  this  con- 
thsod  innss  is  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  that  God  has  since  John  the  Reve- 
lator’s  day  closed  his  moutli,  and  that  he 
will  never  speak  more  to  man  at  this  side 
of  the  great  judgment  day,  it  is  really 
difficult  to  conceive  how  man  could  pro- 
fane or  blaspheme  the  character  of  God 
in  higher  degree.  The  whole  scripture 
from  beginning  to  end,  takes  the  ground 
that  God  is  a revealer  of  secrets  and 
more  than  that,  that  he  will  give  liber- 
ally to  all  those  who  ask  him  in  faith 
and  not  upbraid  them  .for  asking. 
(James  1-.5.) 

“And  this  the  confidence  that  we  have 
in  him,  that  if  we  ask  finything  ac- 
cording to  his  \vin,  he  heareth  us.”  And 
if  we  know  that  he  hear  us,  whatsoever 
we  ask  we  know  that  we  have  the  peti- 
tions that  we  desired  of  him.  (Ist  John 
5:14,  15.) 

“And  whatsoevei'  we  ask,  we  re- 
ceive of  him  because  we  keep  his  com- 
mandments, and  do  those  things  that 


are  pleasing  in  his  sight.”  (Verse  22, 
chap.  8.) 

“Without  faith  (living  faith  such  as 
all  the  apostles  and  Jesus  inculcated 
and  taught)  it  is  impossible  to  please 
him,  for  he  that  cometh  to  God,  must 
believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he /.v  v/Jou') 
the  re  warder  of  all  them  that  dilligent- 
ly  seek  him. 

To  seek  God  is  to  find  out  that  he  is,  and 
to  obtain  intelligence  and  knowledge 
from  him,  in  answer  to  honest  and 
earnest  prayers.  (Heb.  11:6.) 

“God  is  not  the  author  of  confusion." 
says  Paul,  “but  of  peace  as  in  all  the 
churches  of  the  saints.”  What  is  con- 
fusion V It  is  division,  disunion,  vari- 
ance, contradiction.  Hence  it  is  writ- 
ten; “Let  all  those  who  seek  thee  re- 
joice, and  be  glad  in  thee.”  (Psal.  70:4. ) 

And  they  that  know  thy  name  will 
put  their  trust  in  thee,  for  thou,  0 
Lord,  has  not  forsaken  them  that  seek 
thee.  (Psal.  9:10.) 

“For  thus  saith  the  Lord  to  the  hoiise 
of  Israel,  seek  ye  me  and  ye  shall  live. 
Seek  the  Lord  and  ye  shall  live." 
(Amos  5:4-6.) 

“Blessed  are  they  that  keep  his  testi- 
monies and  that  seek  him  with  the 
whole  heart.  They  also  do  no  iniquity 
— they  walk  in  his  ways.”  (Psal.  119:2  j . 

“And  when  they  shall  say  unto  you: 
Seek  xinto  them  that  have  familiar 
spirits,  and  unto  wizards,  that  peep  and 
miitter”  (and  we  might  add  “rap”  like 
model’ll  spiritism)  “should  not  a people 
seek  unto  their  God  for  the  living  (to 
hear  from)  the  dead.”  (Is  8:19.) 

Gmsulting  of  familiar  spirits  is  every- 
where condemned  in  the  bible,  as  a de- 
lusion, and  practice  that  finally  leads 
any  people  that  follows  it  to  destruc- 
tion: It  was  punishable  with  death  by 
the  law  of  God  given  to  Moses,  but  yet 
Paul  assures  us  that  the  practice  would 
be  rife  in  the  last  days,  and  gives  it  as 
another  of  the  signs  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  second  ccming  of  Jesus 
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Christ.  And  that  sign  we  have  npon 
ns  witliont  question  or  a sJiadow  of 
donbt.  ••Even  him.'’  says  Paul.  ■ ‘whose 
ooiihng  is  ;?/'(«/•  the  workiiifis  of  s;i- 
tiiii  with  all  (Satanic)  power  and  signs, 
and  i.YiNG  wondors.'  Devoiviuf? 
wonders.  This  poAver  appeared  in  ISoO, 
and  has  gone  on  from  tlie  United  States 
to  many  other  nations  and  withoiit  any 
donbt  has  uprooted  and  destroyed  more 
faith  in  the  bible  than  any  other  ten 
evil  agencies  in  this  generation.  {See 
•■iil  Thess..  Chap.  2:3-13.)  These  vile 
spirits  never  undertake  to  woi'k  among 
men  in  any  verj-  gi-eat  degi-ee  until  God 
gives  a dispensation  of  his  Avill  to  man. 
And  the  very  fact  that  they  have  made 
their  appearance  in  this  generation  in 
such  power  and  numbers  is  no  small 
evidenc'e  that  (Jod  has  given  a dispensa- 
tion in  these  days  and  that  it  is  because 
of  the  rejection  of  this  dispensation  that 
they  have  been  permitted  to  work 
among  men.  Paul  saj's  tliat  they  would 
be  a "stronfi'  delusion”  to  all  those 
who  have  no  love  or  pleasure  in  the 
truth  of  this  dispensation.  (Verses  10, 
11.  12.) 

It  will  be  proper  liglit  here  to  note 
another  sign  of  the  last  days,  which  is 
the  giving  of  a new  dispensation  to  pre- 
pare a j)eople  to  meet  the  Saviour  at  His 
coming.  Among  the  signs  to  be  given 
of  that  event  Je.sus  says;  “And  thls 
gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  (in  the  last 
<lays)  be  preached  in  all  the  world  for  a 
witness  unto  all  nations  and  then  shall 
the  end  come.”  (Math.  20:14.) 

The  sectarian  i)reachers  of  the  pres- 
ent and  past  generations,  have  imagined 
and  still  imagine  that  they  are  preacli- 
ing  “THIS  gospel.”  Bitt  such  is  not 
the  case,  for  they  all  for  many  genera- 
tions have  been  preaching  a spurious 
gospel,  a gospel  altogether  unlike  the 
gospel  of  Jesits  Christ.  A gospel  with- 
out either  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
or  the  gifts  of  the  gospel  in  it- -a  mere 
man  made  variety  of  gospels,  all  having 


a particular  creed  and  ministry  of  its 
own,  altogether  irreconcilable  with  the 
pure  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  all 
.separated  into  numerous  divisions.  It 
is  no  great  wonder  that  the  Chinese  and 
other  heathens  should  say  to  their  mis- 
sionaiies,  ‘ ‘Go  home  and  agree  among 
yourselves,  and  then  coma  to  us  with  a 
straight  story  and  possibly  we  may  then 
listen  to  you."* 

From  the  very  moment  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  this 
generation,  the  whole  combined  army 
of  sectarian  preachei*s,  with  here  and 
there  an  exception,  has  been  arrayed 
against  it,  and  determined  to  crush  it 
under  foot  if  possible.  Yet  the  Book  of 
Mormon  does  really  contain  “THIS 
gospel.”  For  when  Jesiis  said.  “And 
THIS  gospel  of  the  Kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  alJ  the  world',  in  the  latter 
days  for  witness  or  a testimony  unto  all 
nations,  and  then  shall  the  end  come." 
he  did  not  mean  the  gospel  of  the 
Catholic  church,  nor  the  gospel  of  the 
Church  of  Ejigland.  nor  the  gospel  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  nor  that  of 
any  other  modeni  church. 

■When  he  said  “THIS  gospel”  shall  be 
preached,  etc.,  he  meant  i)recisely  what 
he  said.  The  very  gospel  which  he  and 
his  disciples  Avere  thru  preuchinff,  with 
all  that  appertained  to  it,  Avith  its  gifts 
and  its  poAvers,  its  ministry  of  angels, 
its  miracles,  its  healings,  its  visions,  its 
di’eams,  revelations.  prophecy,  its 
tougue.s,  its  faitli.  its  repentance  and 
baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins,  its 
laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  all  other  things.  For 
if  the  gospel  which  Jesus  and  his  ajios- 
tie.s  preached  in  their  day.  is  to  be 
preached  in  the  latter  days  in  all  tlie 
world  for  a witness  that  the  coming  of 
the  Saviour  is  near,  if  it  lacked  any 
OTie  of  these  features  or  principles,  then 
it  AA'cnld  not )»e  “THIS  gospel;”  it  Awuild 
be  “another  gospid,”  Avhich  as  Paul 
saysAA’onld  bring  cur.sings  on  its  preacli- 
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era  and  not  blessings.  “Though  we  or 
an  angel  from  heaven  preach  any  other 
gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we 
liave  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  ac- 
cnxrsed.”  (Gal.  1 :0  to  12. ) 

I will  refer  to  another  strong  testi- 
mony that  God  will  give  a dispensation 
in  the  last  days.  In  the  vision  on  Pat- 
inos the  angel  who  talked  with  him 
said,  “Come  up  hither  and  I will  shew 
thee  things  which  must  be  hereafter.  ’’ 
And  among  those  things  he  says  he 
saw  an  angel  fly  through  the  midst  of 
heaven  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to 
preach  to  them  that  dwell  on  the  earth, 
and  to  every  uHtion,  kindred,  toiiffue 
nnd  people,  saying,  with  a loud  voice, 
“Fear  God  and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the 
hour  of  his  judgment  is  come,  and  wor- 
ship him  that  made  the  heavens,  and 
the  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  foun- 
tains of  waters.  ” (Rev.  *14:6.  7. ) 

This  testimony  shows  that  at  some 
future  time  from  John  the  Revelator 
every  nation,  kindred,  tongue  and  peo- 
ple would  be  destitute  of  the  true  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  For  where  would  be 
tlie  necessity  of  sending  an  angel  to  ev- 
ery nation,  kindred  and  tongue  and 
people  with  the  everlasting  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  if  it  were  already  among 
them,  as  all  modem  sectarian  priests 
tell  us  it  is?  This  agi*ees  exactly  with 
what  Jesus  says,  that  thifi  gospel  shall 
be  preached  among  nil  niitions  for  a 
testimony  among  them  that  his  coming 
is  near  at  hand. 

“This  gospel”  had  in  it  the  promise 
that  “these  signs  shall  follow”  the 
BELIEVERS  IN  IT.  In  my  name  they 
shall  cast  out  devils;  they  shall  speak 
with  new  tongues;  they  shall  take  xip 
serpents,  and  if  they  drink  any  deadly 
thing  it  shall  not  Inxrt  them.  They 


shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and  they 
shall  recover.”  (Mark.  16:16  to  18.) 
“This  gospel”  required  its  believers  to 
“covet  earnestly  the  g'ifts,"  and 
'‘covet  to  prophecy,”  and  speaking  in 
tongues.  (1st  Cor.  12:31:  14:39.) 

That  gospel  says  moreover,  “I  would  I 
that  ye  all  spake  in  tongues  (by  the  j 
Spirit  of  God),  but  rather  that  ye 
prophesied.  For  greater  is  he  that  ; 

prophesieth  than  he  that  speaketh  in 
tongues  except  he  interpret  that  the 
cb  ureh  nuiy  recei ve  edifying-. ' ' (Chap. 
14:5)  Prophesying  therefore  edides  the 
church  of  God  and  for  that  reason 
ought  always  to  be  in  it.  Paul  has  said 
many  things  touching  the  spiritual  gifts 
promised  to  the  true  believer  in  the  gos- 
pel in  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  chapters 
of  his  first  epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
but  modern  sectarians  have  no  xxse  for 
these  three  most  interesting  chapters. 

He  says  in  the  first  verse  of  the  twelfth 
chapter  now  C/oncerning  spiritual  gifts, 
“Brethi-en,  I would  not  hnve you  ig- 
norant,” and  then  goes  on  throughout 
these  three  chapters  and  tells  them  of 
the  nature  of  these  gifts  and  their  im- 
portance in  the  church  of  God.  Paul 
would  not  have  his  followers  ignorant 
of  these  gifts,  nor  the  end  for  which 
they  were  given  to  the  church,  but  these 
are  the  very  things  that  modem  sectari- 
ans would  liave  their  followers  ignorant 
of.  How  true  it  is  they  have  a form  ( a 
creed)  of  godliness  while  they  deny  the 
power  thereof. 

But  says  Paul,  “fro/ii  such  turn 
away."  Proof  positive  that  Paul  and 
Jesus  and  all  the  holy  men  of  old  were 
very  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  gifts  and  ‘ 
power  of  God  continuing  in  the  church 
clear  down  until  the  second  coming  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  last  days. 


UPB 
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It  has  been  triumphantly  asked  by  the 
sincere  opposers  of  the  Book  of  Monnon, 
•'If  the  gospel  contained  in  it  is  the 
same  as  that  in  the  New  Testiment,  of 
what  special  use  or  utility  is  that  book”'? 
A very  fair  question  and  the  answer 
we  make  to  it  is:  The  Book  of  Mormon 
is  of  very  great  utility  for  several  reas- 
ons. While  the  gospel  is  the  same  in 
both  books,  it  is  much  plainer  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  than  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament. Many  men  tell  us  thattlie  doc- 
trine of  Christ  is  veiy  plainly  set  forth 
inthebible:  but  at  the  same  time,  the 
most  honest,  earnestand  Jeurned  among 
them  differ  on  many  of  its  vital  points, 
and  these  lefirnei!  men  are  the  very  ones 
who  have  built  up  a hundred  differing 
churches  and  faiths  all  founded  upon 
their  different  views  and  understand- 
ings of  these  scriptures,  till  they  have 
well  nigh  destroyed  faith  in  the  bible 
altogether.  If  the  gospel  of  the  New 
Testament  is  so  very  plain  then,  howis 
it  that  the  most  learned  professors  dif- 
fer. and  have  differed  so  widely,  as  to 
cause  so  much  division  among  men  upon 
religious  matters  by  getting  up  so  many 
clashing  and  contradiciting  creeds,  for 
the  government  of  menV 
It  is  one  thing  to  have  the  doctrine 
and  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  written 
before  us,  and  quite  another  and  differ- 
ent thing  to  be  able  to  understand  them 
in  their  original  purity  and  simplicity; 
and  if  they  are  not  clearly  understood, 
they  are  worih  nothing  to  us.  Now  one 
thing  the  Book  of  Monnon  does : it  clear- 
ly points  out  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ 
so  that  we  have  no  difficulty  in  under- 
standing its  great  first  principles,  as 
apostles  and  prophets  understood  and 
taught  them.  This  the  Bible  does  not 
<lo.  If  it  did.  honest  and  earnest  and 
learned  men  would  have  little  difficulty 
in  getting  a f‘orre<‘t  under-standing  of 


them,  and  in  being  able  to  see  eye  to  eye 
in  the  things  of  God. 

Jesrrs,  we  read,  knowing  thattheJews 
woirld  reject  him,  wept  over  the  city  of 
Jerusalem  and  prophesied  that  their  en- 
emies would  hem  them  in  on  every  side : 
that  they  shoirld  fall  by  the  sword,  and 
be  led  captive  into  all  nations  and  be 
trodden  under  foot  of  the  gentiles 
UNTIL  the  time  of  the  gentiles 
should  be  fulfilled.  (Luke  19:  41-44, 
and  Chap.  31:  20  to  34  ).  The  words 
“uiitiJthe  time  ofthe  gentile  be  fulfill- 
ed,” puts  alimit  to  the  time  of  theJews 
being  trodden  under  foot.  Moreover, 
nearly  all  the  prophets  from  Moses  to 
Jesus  have  predicted  a time  when  the 
Jews  will  return  to  their  own  lands,  and 
to  the  favor  of  God:  birt  as  to  the  time 
when  it  is  to  take  place,  no  man  from 
the  Bible  aloire  can  find  that  out.  All  is 
conjecture,  all  is  guess  work,  all  is  opin- 
ion, whether  by  learned  or  unlearned  as 
to  that.  But  the  Book  of  Mormon  is 
very  plain  on  that  point,  for  it  does  de- 
clare pointedly,  and  .plainly,  that  the 
work  of  the  gathering  and  return  of  the 
! House  of  Israel  is  soon  to  commence  af- 
I ter  the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon, and  that  this  present  generation 
is  the  time  for  that  gathering  to  take 
place.  And  so  we  find  it,  for  it  was  but 
a short  time  after  the  coming  forth  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  in  1880  when  that 
gathering  commenced,  and  as  t!ie  years 
have  rolled  around  the  greater  is  that 
gathering,  and  the  more  it  multiples. 
Are  these  things  not  worth  knowing? 

The  Bible  tells  tis  a good  deal  about 
the  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  but 
does  not  tell  us  in  what  generation  that 
awful  and  momentous  event  is  to  take 
phvce.  But  the  Book  of  Mormon  plain- 
13’  informs  us  that  this  is  the  generation 
in  ■which  that  ( to  the  righteous ) gloi’i- 
ous.  but  the  unrighteous  great  and 
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dreadful  day  is  to  take  place.  The  day 
nor  the  hour  no  man  knows,  but  the 
"•ejje/v<f;V>n  he  c.v/iXknow  if  he  will. 
And  what  is  meant  by  a generation  is 
simply  that  all  those  who  were  on  the 
eartli  at  the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon,  shall  not  nil  have  passed  away 
before  the  Son  of  Man  will  have  come.  So 
with  the  return  of  all  Israel:  all  that  are 
truly  Israel  will  have  returned  from  all 
lands  to,the  lands  of  their  fathers  before 
all  the  people  who  were  on  the  earth  at 
the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
in  1880  will  have  passed  away.  To  be 
sure  there  is  a large  class  of  Jews  who 
are  so  much  more  in  love  with  their 
gains,  than  with  the  warning  voice  of 
(iod.  his  law  or  his  promises,  in  the  na- 
ture of  things  that  they  will  not  be 
gathered  with  their  people,  and  no  man 
who  knows  the  will  and  mind  of  God, 
has  anj-  hope  that  they  will  be  gathered. 
Tliey  will  peiish  witli  the  unbelieving 
and  the  wicked.  ( See  Amos  9;  9,  10 ). 

The  Bible  does  not  tell  us  that  there 
had  l)een  a mighty  nation  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  patriarch  Joseph  once  on 
this  land  of  America:  that  the  present 
Indian  tribes  are  their  lapsed,  or  degen- 
erate descendants:  that  God  led  their 
fathers  here  from  the  land  of  Jerusalem 
some  six  hundred  years  bef<^re  Christ; 
that  many  prophets  were  raised  up 
among  them,  who  carried  the  word  of 
the  Lord  to  them:  who  foretold  the  com- 
iiig  and  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
that  he  'should  appear  to  and  minister 
to  the  righteous  on  this  land  after  his 
resurrection,  and  ’ e.stablish  his  doctrine 
among  them;  and  that  all  these  things 
were  commanded  to  be  written  for  fu- 
ture generations:  but  tlie  Book  of  Mor- 
mon plainly  tells  us  about  these 
tilings.  Ought  we  not  know  these 
things  Y The  Book  of  Mormon  in_ 
forms  ns  that  when  the  forefathers 
of  the  present  Indian  race  came 
over  here  they  brought  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures comp/ctc  with  them  so  far  as  they 


had  been  revealed  and  written  up  to 
that  time,  and  that  they  contain  the 
word  of  God  to  all  the  holy  prophets 
from  the  days  of  Adam  down  to  the 
days  of  Jeremiah,  the  Prophet.  Prom 
the  Bible  itself  we  know  that  much  of  the 
word  of  God,  given  during  that  period 
of  time,  is  lost,  and  it  goes  so  far  as  to 
tell  us  that  God  will  preserve  them  for- 
ever and  ever,  and  that  in  the  latter 
days  God  will  reveal  all  those  things  to 
the  gentiles,  who  shall  carry  them  to  the 
house  of  Israel,  both  on  this  land  and 
other  lands,  and  that  all  his  words  will 
be  made  known  in  thiti  generation. 

The  acts  of  the  Apostles  tell  ns  that 
the  heavens  must  receive  Jesus  Christ 
until  the  times  of  the  restitution  of  all 
things  spoken  by  the  mouths  of  all  tlie 
holy  prophets  since  the  world  began. 
(Acts  3:  20).  "The  restitution  of  all 
things  spoken  by  the  months  of  all  the 
holy  prophets  since  the  world  began . " 
simply  means  the  ivstonition  of  all 
these  words  as  they  were  spoken  by  all 
the  said  prophets.  But  at  what  time 
all  these  lost  words  are  to  be  I’estored. 
the  Bible  is  silent.  Not  so  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  That  book  tells  us  that  this 
g-eiif^r.ition  is  the  time  for  all  these 
words  to  come  forth.  Quite  a number 
of  these  lost  words  have  recently  come 
forth,  by  which  we  know^that  all  the 
others  vull  comeintheirtime.  John  the 
Revelator,  in  his  great  vision  on  the  Isle 
of  Patmos,  says:  "And  I saw  an  angel 
fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven  ha  ving  the  ev- 
erlasting gospel  to  preach  to  them  tliat 
dwell  upon  the  earth,  and  to  every  na- 
tion, kindred,  tongiie  and  people,  saj'ing 
with  a loud  voice;  "Fear  God,  and  give 
glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of  his  judg- 
ment is  come,  and  worship  him  that 
made  the  heaven  and  the  earth  and  tlie 
sea  and  fountains  of  water.  (Rev.  I-t; 
.6,  7 ).  This  is  one  of  the  things  which 
the  angel  who  instructed  John  in  this 
vision  told  him  was  to  be  " hmvnftor.  ' 
that  is.  some  time  in  the  future  from 
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the  giving  of  that  vision.  (Rev.  4:  1.) 
Just  the  time  for  this  angel  to  make  his 
appearance  with  this  pure  and  “ever- 
Insting-  gospel,”  is  not  stated  in  the  Bi- 
ble, but  the  Book  of  Mormon  pointedly 
gives  us  to  understand  that  this  genera- 
tion, commencing  in  1830,  is  the  time  of 
its  fulfillment,  or  coming  forth.  And 
this  prophecy  shows  vei-y  pointedly 
that  at  some  future  day  from  the  giving 
of  this  vision  to  John,  every  nation, 
kindred,  tongue  and  people  upon  the 
earth  would  be  destitute  of  the  pure 
and  everlasting  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
,and  the  authority  to  administer  its  or- 
dinances. Otherwise,  why  should  a 
heavenly  messenger  be  sent  here  with 
that  which  all  Christendom  already  had 
in  its  pxirity?  ' 

Jesus  says;  “Other  sheep  have  I 
which  are  not  of  this  fold;  them  also  I 
must  bring  and  they  shall  hear  my 
voice,  and  there  shall  be  one  fold  and 
one  shepherd.”  (John  10:16.)  Now  the 
New  Testament  is  silent  in  regard  to 
who  these  sheep  were,  or  where  they 
were  located.  But  the  Book  of  Moimon 
tells  us  that  those  sheep  were  located  in 
this  land  of  America  at  that  time,  and 
still  others  were  locatejl  on  the  islands 
«)f  the  sea,  and  that  Jesiis  visited  them 
here  after  his  resurrection,  and  went 
from  this  land  to  visit  still  others. 
Book  Nephi,  Chap.  7:3,  3.  And  these 
tliii^s  were  commanded  to  be  written 
for  fixtxire  generations.  Another  of  the 
things  which  John  saw  on  the  Isle  of 
Patmos,  which  was  to  take  place  there- 
after, or  after  the  angel  is  sent  with  the  ^ 
everlasting  gospel  to  the  nations,  is  that 
God  will  literally  the  saints 

tQ  gather  o\it  from  among  the  nations. 
These  saints  are  no  doubt  the  converts 
made  to  the  everlasting  gospel  carried 
by  the  before  mentioned  angel,  or 
heavenly  messenger,  to  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  And  the  reason  stated  in  the 
command,  for  this  gathering  out  from 
the  nations,  is  in  harmony  with  those 


things  above  or  before  written,  namely; 

‘ ‘Lest  they  become  partakers  of  the  sins 
of  those  nations  and  receive  of  the 
plagues  and  judgments  which  the  Al- 
mighty God  in  the  latter  days  is  to  send 
upon  Babylon  or  the  false  Christian  na- 
tions.” Remember  that  the  last  days, 
because  of  the  ‘increase  of  wickedness, 
are  to  be  “perilous  times”;  times  forthe 
outpouring  of  the  judgments  of  God  up- 
on the  wicked,  therefore  the  saints  are 
commanded  and  required  to  come  out 
from  among  them,  and  be  a separate 
people,  lest  remaining^among  them  they 
become  like  them  and  be  destroyed  with 
them.  Are  not  these  things  worth 
knowing  ? 

As  in  the  other  cases,  the  Bible  is 
silent  as  to  the  time  of  this  command 
being  given,  but  the  Book  of  Mormon  is 
very  plain  and  pointed  that  this  genera- 
tion is  the  time  of  the  giving  of  that  com- 
mandment. (See  Book  of  Nephi,  page 
463,  or  Chap.  9:11.)  This  is  another  of 
the  uses  of  the  Book  of  Jlonnon. 

Isaiah  informs  us  that  in  the  last  days 
many  people  will  say  to  each  other: 
“Let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  to  the  house  of  the 
God  of  Jacob,  and  he  will  teach  us  of 
his  ways  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths, 
for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jeru- 
salem. And  he  (God)  shall  jirdge 
among  the  nations,  and  rebuke  many 
people,  and  they  shall  beat  their  swords 
into  plow’  shares,  and  their  spears  into 
pruning  hooks.  Nation  shall  not  lift  up 
sword  against  nation,  neither  shall  they 
learn  war  any  more.  ” ( Is.  3 :3-4. ) 

He  plainly  enough  says  that  this  is  to 
be  in  the  last  days.  So,  as  the  Bible 
does  not  inform  us  w’hen  the  latter  days 
commence  or  end,  w’e  must  either  be- 
lieve the  Book  of  Mormon  that  this 
generation  is  the  time  for  this  prophecy 
to  be  fulfilled,  or  else  go  on  in  hopeless 
ignorance  as  to  w'hen  the  latter  days 
usher  in,  or  close,  for  neither  Bible  nor 
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any  disbeliever  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  i 
can  tell  you  anything  about  it. 

A number  of  other  very  interesting 
things  might  be  mentioned  as  being  ful- 
filled in  these  days,  and  altogether  all 
these  things  make  this  present  genera- 
tion the  most  remarkable  of  any  that 
has  passed  in  thoxTsands  of  years,  if  in- 
deed anything  like  it  has  ever  came  to 
pass  since  the  days  of  Adam.  And 
those  who  are  looking  away  beyond  this 
present  generation,  and  those  who  are 
looking  at  them  as  long  passed,  and 
those  who  say:  “O,  never  mind,  when 
the  latter  days  come  we’ll  all  know  it;” 
will  every  one  be  swept  off  in  the  general 
judgments,  and  ruin  coming  0}i  this 
generation.  Let  us  suppose  that  God 
sends  forth  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  a 
warning  voice  and  a testimony  to  the 
nations,  that  his  second  coming  is  near, 
and  in  that  book  he  has  also  sent  the 
gospel  in  its  purity,  assuring  all  that 
his  coming  will  be  in  flaming  fire  so  in- 
tense that  the  very  rocks  will  melt  like 
wax  before  it.  and  all  but  a small  mi- 
nority cry  out  and  say,  “the  latter  days 
are  long  past,”  or  “they  are  a great 
while  yet  in  the  future.”  or  that  “we 
will  wait  and  see,  and  we  will  know  all 
aboxxt  it  when  the  time  comes.”  We 
are  well  assured  that  that  coming  will 
find  all  these  unprepared,  and  come  up- 
on them  •'US  ;t  thiof  in  the  nifxht." 
And  when  thieves  come  in  the  night, 
they  don’t  take  any  pains  to  let  people 
know  that  they  are  coming. 

Bo  it  is  written:  “If  the  good  man  of 
the  house  had  known  in  what  hour  the 
thief  would  come  he  would  have  watched 
and  prepared  himself  for  it,  and  would 
not  have  suffered  his  house  to  been  brok- 
enup.”  (Math.  34:39. ) “And  at  midnight 
there  was  a cry  made;  Behold  the 
bridegroom  cometh,  go  ye  out  to  meet 
him,  then  all  those  virgins  arose  and 
trimmed  their  lamps,  and  the  foolish 
said  to  the  wise.  Give  us  of  your  oil,  for 
oxir  lamps  ai*e  gone  out.  ” But  the  wise 


I answered,  “Not  so;  lest  there  be  not 
enough  for  us  and  you;  but  go  ye  rather 
to  them  that  sell,,,  and  buy  for  your- 
selves. And  while  they  went  to  buy, 
the  bridegroom  came,  and  they  that 
were  ready  went  in  and  the  door  n ns 
shut.  Afterward  came  also  the  other 
virgins,  saying.  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto 
us.  But  he  answered  and  said.  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  / know  you  not.’ 
(Math.  25:1  to  1(»;  Luke  13:24  to  28. ) 

And  I beheld  when  he  had  opened  the 
sixth  seal,  and  lo,  there  was  a great 
earthquake,  and  the  sun  became  black 
as  sackcloth  of  hair,  and  the  moon  be- 
came as  blood,  and  the  stars  of  heaven 
fell  unto  the  earth,  even  as  a fig  tree 
casteth  her  untimely  figs  when  she  is 
shaken  of  a mighty  wind.  And  the 
heaven  departeth  as  a scroll  when  it  is 
rolled  together  and  every  mountain  anxl 
island  were  moved  out  of  their  places, 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the 
great  men,  and  the  rich  mexi,  and  the 
chief  captains  and  the  mighty  men,  and 
every  bondman,  and  every  freeman  hid 
themselves  in  the  dens  and  in  the  rock.s 
of  the  mountains,  and  said  to  the  moun- 
tains and  rocks,  Fall  upon  us  and  hide 
us  from  the  face  of  Him  that  sittetli 
on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath  of 
the  lamb.  For  the  great  day  of  his 
wrath  is  come,  and  who  shall  be  able'  to 
stand?”  (Rev.  0:13-17.)  ‘ . 

As  a matter  of  course  all  that  clws  of 
men  who  put  the  latter  days  away 
ahead  of  them,  or  far  behind  them,  and 
all  those  who  cry  oxxt;  “O.  never  mind 
about  the  time:  when  these  things  come 
we  will  know  all  about  them,”  will  all  be 
found  among  those  who  cry  to  the  rocks 
and  mountains,  ‘ ‘fall  on  ns  and  hide  us 
from  the  face  of  Him  who  sits  upon  the 
throne  ' and  from  the  wrath  of  the 
Lamb,”  etc. 

What  a pretty  idea ! Wait  till  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  are  wrapped  in 
flames  and . the  elements  are  ‘ ‘melting 
with  fervent  heat."  and  then  begin  to 
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think  about  preparing  ourselves  to  es- 
cape the  universal  deluge  of  fire ! Wait 
till  the  cyclone  is  upon  us  and  then  be- 
gin to  seek  a refuge  from  it!  Wait  till 
the  building  is  wrapped  in  flame  all 
about  us,  and  then  seek  to  prepare  to  es- 
cape! 

Some  will  enqirire,  What  does  the  Al- 
mighty demand  of  ns  by  way  of  prepa- 
ration? We  answer  that  God  has  no 
new  or  changed  form  or  way  of  saving 
men  now  to  that  he  had  in  the  days  of 
the  ministry  of  Jesns  Chri.st.  and  John 
the  Baptist,  or  the'  Apostles. 

All  men  may  be  savpd  to-day  through 
the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the 
gospel.  These  ordinances  are:  “First, 
faith  in  the  Lord 'Jesus  Christ;  second, 
repentance;  third,  baptism  by  immer- 
sion for  the  remission  of  sins;  foitrtb, 
the  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  by  one'  having  authority 
,and  is  called  by  prophecy  and  the  laying 
on  of  hands  of  those  in  authority  to 
preach  the  gospel,  and  administer  in 


the  ordinances  thereof.  For  remember 
we  believe  in  the  same  organization  that 
existed  in  the  primitive  Christian  church, 
That  is,  in  apostles,  prophets,  pastors, 
evangelists  and  teachers.  We  believe 
in  the  same  gifts,  the  gift  of  tongues, 
the  gift  of  prophecy,  healing,  visions, 
revelations,  interpretations,  etc. , as 
taught  in  the  twelfth  to  the  fifteenth 
chapters  of  Paul’s  First  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians.  In  short  we  believe  in  the 
Bible  and  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  the 
word  of  God.  “We  believe  in  all  that 
God  has  revealed  in  the  past,  all  that  he 
does  now  reveal,  and  we  believe  that  he 
will  yet  reveal  many  great  and  import- 
ant things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of 
God.” 

Now  I have  told  the  reader  some  few  of 
the  important  uses  and  necessities  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  but  I can’t  here  tell 
but  a very  small  part  of ' its  uses  and 
utilities.  Truly, 

Wingfield  Watson, 
Minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Lyons,  June, 


